Spring/Summer 2013

Welcome Jenny.

Love INC of N. Oakland
County Staff:
Sandra Weaver
Executive Director
Jenny Hoder
Clearinghouse Coordinator
Rose Pond
Office Assistant

We are pleased to announce that
Jenny Hoder is the new
Clearinghouse Coordinator.
Jenny comes to us with previous
non-profit experience, thus
bringing a vast amount of
knowledge from working with
agencies and other churches to provide the funding needed
to avoid evictions and shut-offs.

Board Members:
Tricia Chapman
Chair
Don Stevens
Treasurer
Rochelle Beckemeyer
Secretary
Peggy Barry Bartz
Denise Fouracre
Renee Miller

She is responsible for recruiting, training, and supervising
all of the volunteers in the Clearinghouse and maintaining
records. Jenny has a personal relationship with Jesus Christ
and a servant’s heart. Please join us in welcoming her!

Ministry needs.
Clothes Closet – located at St. Mary’s in the Hills Episcopal
Church -2512 Joslyn Ct.-Lake Orion.
In need of spring & summer clothing, shoes, and purses.
Must be in good, clean condition.

What's Inside?
Love INC vision
We’ve been working hard on
determining our direction
moving forward. Check it out.
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New partner church
New Beginnings Baptist Church
has joined in—offering new
4
ministries as well.

www.loveincofnoc.org

Household Goods Ministry – located at Christ the King
Church – 1550 W. Drahner Rd., Oxford.
Greatest needs: King- or queen-size fitted sheets with
matching pillowcases, bath, hand towels and washcloths,
comforters, pillows, pots and pans.
Little Luxuries (also located at Christ the King Church)
Greatest needs: shampoo and conditioner, toothbrushes and
toothpaste, Kleenex and toilet paper, deodorant, personal
hygiene items and old jewelry.
Taking donations Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from 9-Noon.

A vision to live for.
Tricia Chapman, Board Chairperson
There are many organizations that spend
countless hours identifying their “vision,”
writing their vision statement and developing
strategies to implement their vision. What is a
vision statement? A vision provides a
“destination” of where an organization wants
to go. A vision statement should try to make
an impact or want to inspire others. A vision
statement should include information about
creating products and/or services that will
improve the lives of others.
A vision statement is a form of a values
statement. Values statements are simply an
acknowledgment of the inherent worth of the
organization and the services it provides.
Thus, the vision statement provides the
direction for an organization, while not
inhibiting the development of the strategy
that will allow it to reach goals.
Here are a few vision statements from
organizations that most of us are familiar with.
Allstate’s vision says “to reinvent protection
and retirement for the consumer.”
Hilton Worldwide: They want “to fill the earth
with the light and warmth of hospitality.”
CVS, retail pharmacy: “To improve the quality
of human life.”
Kraft Foods: “To make today delicious.”
Each of these provides information, albeit at a
very macro level, about the product or service
offered.
What about Love INC of North Oakland
County? Do we have a vision? Well, yes and
no. We have a vision – we want to be the
hands and feet of Jesus to those in our
community. We are called by Christ to be that.
But we didn’t have a vision statement.
In developing a long term strategic plan, the
Love INC Board identified the need to develop
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a vision statement that could succinctly
state our goal and our calling along with
inspiring and impacting others. The Love
INC of North Oakland County vision is:
To give hope to our neighbors and strengthen
the body of Christ.
The Love INC mission fully supports
our vision. The mission of Love INC is:
To mobilize Christian churches to transform
lives and communities in the Name of Christ.
You know Jesus was on a mission
during His time on earth. He
accomplished His mission but also
cast a vision for us: Jesus came and
told his disciples,
“I have been given all authority in heaven and
on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach
these new disciples to obey all the commands I
have given you. And be sure of this: I am with
you always, even to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)
One way to make disciples is to give
hope to our neighbors by meeting their
needs. We have had the privilege of doing
that for the past 6 years. We have many
Christ followers from local churches
coming together to do just that which
results in encouraging and edifying the
body of Christ. Would you agree with me
that the body of Christ in our community
is stronger today because of the good
work that has and is being done?
Giving hope to our neighbors and
strengthening the body
of Christ… a vision to live for.

Transitions Ministry ends.
Peggy Bartz, Board Member
Transitions Ministry 2010- 2013. An end
and a beginning for those who walked in
the door…
“It is not so much that we’re afraid of change or
so in love with the old ways, but it’s that place in
between that we fear…It’s like being in between
trapezes. It’s Linus when his blanket is in the
dryer. There’s nothing to hold on to.”
Marilyn Ferguson
The Transitions Ministry, sponsored by
Love in the Name of Christ of North Oakland
County has come to an end. Its purpose was
to help those who were unemployed to find
some new meaning, assistance in finding a
job, and spiritual guidance. It was a weekly
meeting at a local church, Oxford United
Methodist, and it helped over 100 people find
work after being laid off, or downsized. It
served its purpose well according to some of
the people who were involved over the time
of its caring ministry.
G said: A huge THANK YOU to all who were
involved in making Oxford Transitions a shining
light for those of us in transition. I do not think I
would be exaggerating to say that the program
saved a few souls. The group was a real life
example of "where two or more are gathered..."
M said: When my barber told me about this group
I almost didn't go to it. I needed help in the worst
way. This group got me through the worst 2 years
of my life. I learned that I wasn't the only one and
to help others was the best remedy. This is what
I've been doing and I will keep this up because of
this group. I still don't have a job but I've learned
that a job isn't everything in life. I also learned
that the job you want isn't what you're going

to get today. I'm heading in a new direction
and hoping for success. I have a lot of
networking friends now and I'm not alone.
Because of this group I can go on."
D. said: A hearty thank you goes out from me.
The Transitions Network people, approach
and prayers were instrumental in helping me
to obtain the job I have today.
One of the persons who lead the weekly
sessions had this to say…
Transitions was one of the most heart
satisfying groups I have ever been in or lead.
Thank you all for the glimpse of God’s love for
one another in the ways you supported both
each other and me. I wish you well in finding
the passion of your life’s work in whatever you
do and however you serve.
And lastly, this wonderful quote goes out
to all in transition and even to Love INC
as we discern yet another ministry
opportunity for our neighbors in this
area…
“Most people do not resist change. What we
resist is transition. Change is a situational
shift. Transition, on the other hand, is the
process of letting go of the way things used to
be and then taking hold of the way they
subsequently become. In between the letting go
and the taking hold again, there is a chaotic but
potentially creative “neutral zone” when
things aren’t the old way, but aren’t really a
new way yet either.”
William Bridges
Managing Transitions:
Making The Most of Change
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Community Free Meals.
Sandy Weaver, Executive Director
The Community Free Meals Program was
“birthed” at the Oxford United Methodist
Church four years ago when one member,
Colleen Richter, felt that this could become a
vital ministry for the Oxford/Lake Orion
area. It was from her idea that more than
10,000 free meals are served at four area
churches each week.
These meals are open to anyone who
would like to come for a warm meal and
fellowship. These meals are served at the
following churches with 12 churches working
together to carry out their mission:
• Monday
Lake Orion United Methodist Church
• Tuesday
Immanuel Congregation Church – Oxford
• Wednesday
Oxford United Methodist Church
• Thursday
Christ the King Church – Oxford
All Meals are served from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Sharon Keener from the Lake Orion United
Methodist Church has given her perspective
on the impact that these meals have made on
her and her leadership team: Monday
Community Meals at Lake Orion United
Methodist Church have become a blessing to
the community at large and the members of
the congregation personally. About three
years ago it was brought to the attention of
the people of LOUMC that a free meal
program was underway at three churches in
Oxford. After meetings and discussions, the
conclusion was made that a fourth meal each
week was needed and would be well
received by the people in Lake Orion and
Oxford. A team was established and the first
Community Free Meal was served from the
Fellowship Hall of the church.
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Since that first meal,
which served around 30
guests, the program has
expanded to a weekly
meal serving up to 90 people. The
challenge of figuring out how much food
to make, what food would be pleasing to
the guests, would there be enough
volunteers to shop, set-up, prepare, cook,
and serve the meal, clean-up, and whether
the funds would be available to pay for
the meals was daunting. It has, however,
become secondary to how to make the
guests feel welcomed and loved when
they walk through the doors.
The success of this ministry is born
from the diligence and loving fortitude of
the many regular volunteers and those
helpers that stop in when available. The
Monday Meal is fortunate in that it
receives donations from Starbucks, Tim
Horton’s, Panera Bread and Great Harvest
Bread each week. These donations are
sorted, bagged and readied for the guests.
They are welcome to take whatever they
would like from the table. Many times
there are so many donations that bins of
bread and pastries are taken to The
Remnant Project on Tuesday morning and
made available to their clients. Once a
month the LOUMC Stephen Ministers
pass out donated paper products to the
guests. The philosophy of this ministry, in
this church, is that we are opening our
home and feeding our guests.
At the end of the long day, as the lights in
the clean kitchen and mopped dining
room are switched off a sense of
satisfaction settles in that God’s work has
been done here.

Meet our new partner church.
New Beginnings Baptist Church
We are happy to have New Beginnings
Baptist Church of Lake Orion as a new
partner in ministry. The church is located
at 985 North Lapeer Rd. – Lake Orion. Tim
Chappel serves as their Pastor. Sunday
worship times: 9:30 & 11 a.m.
Some of the ministries that they currently
have are:
• AA – Meets Daily 8 a.m., 11 a.m.
& 6 p.m. – every day except no
11 a.m. on Sundays
• NA – 8 p.m. every day
• Celebrate Recovery – 6:30 p.m. –
Thursday free meal and then
meeting starts at 7 p.m.
• Hair Cutting on Tuesday-Saturday
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Salon Nuevo)
by appointment and must be
approved by Love INC.
• Dental Work – in developing stage
• Appliance Donations and Repairs

•

Emergency Food Pantry – Every Tues.
noon-3 p.m. and by appt. every Fri.
noon-3 p.m.

They will do minor repair on all major
appliances, but will accept donations in order
to cover the cost of the parts. (They are able to
purchase parts at dealer cost).
If you would like to make a donation
towards this very worthwhile cause,
please send a check to: Love INC,
P.O. Box 104, Lake Orion, MI 48361.
If you have an appliance to donate, please
call the Love INC Office at (248) 693-4357.
The need for washers, dryers, and refrigerators
have been in huge demand, so we are thrilled
that with the help of New Beginnings, we will
be able to fulfill this need.

Small things mean so much.
Rochelle Beckemeyer, Board Member
During Love INC month this year, our little church was able to gather
and donate just a few things for the Love INC ministries: purses and personal products,
a few blankets and kitchen items, a bag of clothes, not really enough to fill up Executive
Director Sandy Weaver's car when she visited. We were delighted, then, when we received
Janet Caporale's note from the Little Luxuries/Bed, Blessings, and Beyond ministry housed
at Christ the King Church. Janet shared that the donation came at just the right time and
contained just the right items to bless some families who had been struggling and who were
in despair. We know that these little things don't solve any big problems, but they touch
people with hope, and with the knowledge that God knows and cares. Thank you again,
Love INC, for being an avenue for God's people to share and experience the love of Christ!
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Love INC
Partner
Churches
Auburn Hills
Christian Center
Christ the King Church
Christ the Redeemer
Catholic Church
Community of
Christ Church
Echo Christian
Fellowship
Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
Howarth
United Methodist Church
Immanuel
Congregational
Church
Kensington
Community Church
King of Kings
Lutheran Church
Lake Orion
Church of Christ
Lake Orion
United Methodist Church
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Donate to Charity Motors.
Love INC of North Oakland County is now one of the
charitable organizations participating in the Charity
Motors, Inc. Car Donation Program. People can donate a
car they no longer want/need, receive a tax deduction
(learn more at charitymotors.org), and designate
Love INC of North Oakland County to receive
the proceeds from the sale of their car.
If you are interested in participating in this
program, please call Charity Motors, Inc. at
(888) 908-CARS and designate Love INC of
North Oakland County as your charity.
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Love INC
Partner
Churches
Lakeville
United Methodist Church
Living Word
Lutheran Church
New Beginnings Baptist
Church of Lake Orion
Oxford
Free Methodist Church
Oxford
United Methodist Church
Paint Creek
United Methodist Church
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Pathway on the Hill
Baptist Church
Seymour Lake
United Methodist Church
St. Joseph's
Catholic Church
St. Mary's in the Hills
Episcopal Church
Woodside Bible Church
Lake Orion Campus

7

Yes I want to help with a monthly pledge of ____$25 ____$50 ____$75 ____$100 ____Other
I would like to give a one time gift of $_____

Please send me more information.

Name:
Address:
City:
Mail to:
Love INC of North
Oakland County
P.O. Box 104
Lake Orion, MI 48361

State:

Zip:

Home Phone:
Work Phone:

248-693-HELP
www.loveincofnoc.org

Email:

PayPal option available online.

Love INC of North Oakland County
P.O. Box 104
Lake Orion, MI 48361

Make a Donation

Nonprofit
Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 66
Lake Orion MI 48361

